
DUDLEY, STOURBRIDGE & HALESOWEN LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 

(draft) Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

held on Friday 25th October 2019  

at the Talbot Hotel, High Street, Stourbridge 

Present:  Keith Bradley, Margaret Bradley, Chris Bramall, Jon Bramall, Ian Flynn, Simon 
Hanson, Ryan Priest, and David Sheppard. 

1:  Apologies for absence were received from Clare Bramall, Helen Bramall, Alex Home, Anne 
Lewis, Elaine Sheppard, and Lee Taylor. 

2:  Minutes of the AGM held on 23rd October 2018 were approved. 

3:  The Chair (David Sheppard) reported on the activities of the local party and the Executive 
Committee over the past year, including the May 2019 Local Elections and European Elections.  
He said we are attempting to find our level of local support – testing the market with leaflets.  
We have money as a local party, but real problems as regards manpower.  We put out leaflets 
in three wards in Stourbridge.  He apologised if some of the leaflets in Norton were too strong.  
The local party put up 13 candidates in the Dudley Borough (as well as one in the part of 
Sandwell for which we have responsibility).  We worked hard to get the widest possible LibDem 
presence on the ballot.  We need to continue to present a Liberal choice as widely as we can. 

We helped put out leaflets in the European Elections in Blackheath, Halesowen and 
Stourbridge.  Despair at the poor local election results was followed by elation at the European 
Election results, where in Dudley Borough we came in third place, ahead of the Conservatives, 
helping to elect Philip Bennion as a LibDem MEP for the West Midlands. 

Our membership numbers are up – we need to increase our activity. 

4:  The Treasurer (Ian Flynn) presented the financial report and the accounts for the financial 
year ending 31st December 2018.  Our income has fallen, our spending has fallen and our 
reserves have fallen.  The local elections had cost more than we budgeted for, and a General 
Election would be a tough call.  The accounts were agreed. 

The Chair proposed that an appeal letter should be sent to all our members, and said that Ryan 
has a draft.  This appeal was agreed.  The Chair said that the cost of a freepost leaflet for all 
four constituencies would be £6,000. 

5:  There were no National or Regional Conference reports. 

6.  Other reports: 

The Data Officer (Alex Home) had written stating that, with regret, he would have to step down 
because of the pressure of university work.  He had sent a note for whoever takes on the role.  
The Chair will write to thank Alex for what he has done for the Party. 

The Membership Development Officer (Simon Hanson) reported that there were 165 members 
and 64 supporters.  164 people followed the Local Party on Twitter, and there was an active 
Facebook page. 

7.  The Chair (David Sheppard), Vice-Chair (Jon Bramall), Secretary (Chris Bramall), Treasurer 
(Ian Flynn), and Membership Development Officer (Simon Hanson) were re-elected.  The post 
of Data Officer was referred to the Executive Committee for consideration. 



8.  Keith Bradley, Margaret Bradley, Ryan Priest and Elaine Sheppard remained as ordinary 
members of the Executive Committee.  The other vacancies were left to the Executive 
Committee for consideration. 

9.  Gerry Lewis, Honorary President of the Dudley, Stourbridge & Halesowen Liberal 
Democrats, died on Thursday 10th October 2019, aged 93 years.  The Chair expressed the 
Party’s condolences for Gerry’s wife, Anne. 

10:  The Chair would fix the date for the next Executive Committee meeting. 

11.  No date was set for the next AGM. 

12.  The political discussion, on Brexit, the 2017 General Election, and the 2020 Local 
Elections, was shelved. 


